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The “Villa Schuler” in 1905

THE HUNDRED-YEAR HISTORY OF VILLA SCHULER

A

Dear guests, hello and welcome to
“Villa Schuler”! Allow us to introduce our-
selves: We are Alessandro and Andrea Schuler
— the great grandchildren of the hotel’s foun-
der.We probably haven’t met you yet, because
we only help out occasionally here in “Villa
Schuler”. As for me, Alessandro, I am studying
“scienze per la comunicazione internaziona-
le” (International Communication) at univer-
sity in Catania. My brother, Andrea, is still
attending the “liceo classico” (high school) in
Taormina. Our father, Gerhard Schuler, runs
the hotel where you are staying and, hope-
fully, having a wonderful time!

Much of our childhood was spent in the

house where you are now our guests.

Children

whether or not the surroundings they happen

don’t particularly notice
to be living in are special. We took this mag-
nificent place for granted, as if things could
never have been any different. Only later did
we come to realize just how special the place
is. And “Villa Schuler” has a really extraordi-
nary history. Standing on the hotel terrace
beneath palms that are as old as the hotel
itself, namely a proud one hundred years, you
can enjoy the splendid panorama of the Bay
of Giardini-Naxos, Mount Etna and the
romantic Giardino Pubblico. Originally nothing
grander than a private home with some exhi-
bition rooms for antiques was planned on this

site. But things were to turn out differently...
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If you’re interested, over the next few
pages we’ll tell you a little about the tur-
bulent family history of the Schulers — how
“Villa Schuler” survived two world wars,
how our grandmother transformed the run-
down building into a charming hotel in the
1950s and thus, in her modest way, laid the
foundations for the present success of our
father’s era.

Of course, it would be impossible to
tell the story of a hotel without focusing on
the most important factor: its guests. So we
will also tell you something about the people
who spent their holidays here over the
decades. Indeed, an interesting and illustrious
set of visitors joined us here from time to
time. Many of our guests have valued the
family atmosphere of “Villa Schuler” and
have come back again and again. Today, under
our father’s management, “Villa Schuler” is in
the third generation of family ownership.

That makes us the oldest owner-run hotel in

Taormina. And our visitors come from every

continent. In these one hundred years “Villa

Schuler” has become something of an insti-

tution in Sicily.

But read this story yourself! &>

Gerhard Schuler with his sons Alessandro and Andrea
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Taormina — Palazzo Corvaja

FAREWELL TO BADEN

A

The late 19th and early 20th century saw
large waves of emigration from Germany. The
daring, the adventurous or simply the despe-
rate were leaving the country for a better life.
For some, it was fashionable in those days to
move abroad. These were people in a financial
position to make a new start and willing to
take a risk. Of course many Germans headed
for the United States of America. But there
were also Germans who chose Italy as their
new home. Goethe’s “Italian Journey” was cer-
tainly influential in making Italy and, in parti-
cular, our home Sicily a popular destination.

Our great grandfather, Eugen Schuler
senior, the son of a physician’s family from
Heilbronn, was one such migrant. At the age

of 20 he left his German home one day and
traveled almost 2,000 kilometers southward.
That was 1886. And what an incredibly long
and arduous journey it must have been back
then: nowadays almost unimaginable for us as
young people living in the 21st century. Our
great grandfather suffered from an ear infection
that was difficult to treat. He heard that the
mild Mediterranean climate promised at least
some relief, if not a cure. With this in mind he
made his way to the port of Messina in Sicily.
On arrival he found that a lively German
community had taken root there. Among
them was Konrad Duden, germanist and author
of the famous Duden dictionary. It was in Messina
that the young Eugen was to meet his wife.
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Eugen Schuler senior with his son Eugen 1894

He took up an apprenticeship under a
German clockmaker. Apart from learning this
fine craft, he developed a keen interest in
photography. And it was then that he married a
German woman called Anna Mirklen from
Asperg. In 1892 their only son — our grandfather
— was born in Messina. They named him Eugen
after his father.

The Schuler family 1898

Having completed his apprenticeship,
great grandfather set up his own business
selling both jewelry and timepieces. He was
now very much at home in Sicily. The story
told in our family is that, after a few years,
Eugen senior decided to move again, this time
to look for new shop premises in the south of
the island. He was heading for Syracuse, but on

The shop of Eugen Schuler senior at Palazzo Corvaja 1904

11




1 1905

the way stopped at Taormina-Giardini train
station where he bumped into an acquaintance
who suggested trying his luck in nearby Taor-
mina. He learned that a sizeable shop had
recently become vacant in the town. Great
grandpa decided straight away to walk up the
slope to explore the wonderful place where
many years later we were to be born.

He must have loved Taormina at first
sight. In any case he moved into the shop and
set up business as an “antiquities dealer” — as
his business is advertised in a German guide-
book of 1906 (“Meyer’s Reisebiicher — Unter-
italien und Sizilien”). The shop’s previous
owners, also Germans, had already been
selling antique artefacts, under the name of
“Mirz and Successors”. The premises were
large, with four shop-windows on the ground
floor of the famous Palazzo Corvaja on Piazza
Badia — the building, incidentally, where the
Sicilian parliament of nobles had assembled in
1410 to choose a new king.

Our great grandfather ran the business
with the active support of his wife, but also
found time to pursue his passion for photo-
graphy. In fact photography helped him to
receive a high honor. It’s a story our grand-
mother still likes to tell us: one day the impe-
rial yacht of the German Kaiser, Wilhelm II,
was anchored oft the Sicilian coast. There was
talk on board of a talented German photo-
grapher who lived locally. Eugen Schuler’s
reputation as a photographer must have reached
the ears of the Kaiser, because he was sum-
moned to develop pictures taken of the imperial

family’s visit and to do some interpreting for
Wilhelm II.

Great grandfather’s business must have
been going quite well at this time, because he
soon had the means to purchase some land on
the town’s lower slope at Piazzetta Bastione —
the same delightful spot where you are, we
hope, enjoying an unforgettable holiday. The
house he built here was originally intended as
a home for the family. However, our great
grandfather decided to add spacious shop pre-
mises to the ground floor where he could ex-
hibit all his treasures for sale. The future must
have looked rosy: a young family, a magni-
ficent house set in a superb landscape, and a
successful and well-respected business. But his
luck did not hold for long. Our great grandpa
never reached old age. He died in 1905 at the

age of 39. (&=
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The sign-board of Hotel “Villa Schuler” is more than 100 years old!
It is one of the sign-boards of the shop at Palazzo Corvaja (page 11)
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